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By SHERRY KOONCE

As word of Oklahoma City's
devastating explosion spread across
the nation Wednesday, here in
Panola County news of the bomb's
blast vibrated down phonc lines to
set a stage of terror for a Catthage
woman whose family worked in the

-

targeted federal buildings.

A transplanted Okie herself, Pat
Sroith first heard news of the termi-
ble tragedy when one of her sisters-
inlaw called Pat’s business, The
Hobby Horse, to enlist her help in
the search for their missing loved
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family command post

by ber older sister Norma, who was .

invotved in the explosion.

“Norma and 1 take care of ev-
erything and when my family could
not get i touch of her, they called
me,” Pat said.

Ironically, when the call came,
Pat gaid she had not heard of the
disaster and could not undesstand
what had happened in her sister’s

"Whea 1 finaily did understand
what had occurred there, 1 got my
address boock and told the giris
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'Bombing leaves
family worried
for older sister

working with me to start calling
numbers until we found her,” Pat
stated.

But she wasn' prepared for four
long hours filled with uncertainty
of not knowing whether hex sister
wags dead or alive.

"It was the worst four hours of
my life. You just can't imagine
what it was like —~ especially since
we are so close, we're like best
friends,” she said.

But Pat's oler sister, who is
employed at the county courts fed-
eral building immediately behind
the targeted Alfred P. Murreh Fed-
eral Building, was not the omly
family member unaccounted for. In
fact, both of Norma's sontg wortked
downtown as well as a cousin. One
son, Eddy, is employed only a con-
ple of blocks away while the other
son, Gene, actually worked in the
bombed building as did the family’s
cousin, Cindy.

“We were frantic, we called
pagers, any numbet we had
trying to get through. but could
not,” Pat stated.

For the next four hours Pat hung
::m'i' waiting for some kind of
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