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FBI Foc_uses on 13 Unsolved Bank Robberies in Midwest

m Blast: Officials probe
the possibility that those
responsible for bombing
may have financed their
activitics through holdups
in the Midwest.

By SARA FRITZ

Ames, lowa, and the last was
staged in West Des Moines in
March. The number of robbers
involved ranged from one to three.

Although the robbers used guns
in the holdups, police said, they
usually left a pipe bomb behind as
they departed, apparently to dis-
tract police and bank employees. In
some cases, the robbers told bank
employees that they would deto-

The bombs were left behind in a
variety of different containers, in-
cluding a briefcase, a lunch bucket
and an Easter basket. In addition,
the robbers used a variety of items
to simulate a detonating device,
including a baby monitor, a toy
cellular telephone, a radio antenna

and a telephone pager.
Police and F'BI officials called to

the scene of these robberies usual-
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their own. Several banks sustained
damage in the process.

Likewise, whenever the robbers
abandoned their getaway car after
these holdups, police usually found
a hand grenade in the glove com-
partment that was rigged to appear
as if it were ready to explode. By
the time of the last robbery, police
in West Des Moines knew to look
for the grenade, which they found

Santa Claus suit in Ohio. But they
seemed to prefer dressing up like
construction workers with hard
hats and aviator sunglasses. In
some of the robberies, the robbers
covered their faces with Ace band-
ages.

The robberies under investiga-
tion occurred in Ames on Jan. 25,
1994; Davenport, Iowa, Feb. 15,
1994; Green Bay, Wis., March 11,
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1994; Kansas City, Mo., May 14,
1994; Springdale, Ohio, June 8§,
1994; Springfield, Mo., July 7, 1994;
Omaha, Neb., Aug. 3, 1994; Over-
land Park, Sept. 21, 1994; Colum-
bus, Ohio, Oct. 25, 1994; Des
Moines, Nov. 11, 1994; Middleburg
Heights, Ohio, Dec. 9, 1994; Mary-
land Heights, Mo., Dec. 27, 1994,
and West Des Moines, March 29,

1995.
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wedged between the seats. @
The bomb-toting robbers also ®
wore various disguises, including a

ly detonated the pipe bombs as a
precaution, even though they did
not appear capable of exploding on

nate the bomb by remote control if
police were summoned during their

getaway.
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KLLAHOMA CITY—FBI offi-

cials are actively investigating
whether the conspirators responsi-
ble for bombing the federal build-
ing /here may have financed their
activities with a spree of unusual
bank robberies across the Midwest.

Thirteen unsolved bank robber-
ies in Nebraska, lowa, Ohio, Mis-
souri, Wisconsin and Kansas are
being investigated by federal au-
thorities for possible links to the
April 19 bombing, according to
knowledgeable sources.

These robberies were distinctive

because the robbers—sometimes
as many as three white men, all in
their 20s or 30s—generally left
behind a pipe bomb as a form of
“calling card” when they departed
the banks after the holdups.
. While authorities cautioned that
a limk has not been established,
they- noted that Timothy J.
McVeigh, the suspect now under
arrest in the bombing case, often
traveled with a wad of cash in his
pocket.

In addition, prosecutors reported
on Wednesday that when McVeigh
told his friend, Terry Lynn Nich-
ols, that “something big is going to
happen,” Nichols responded: “Are
you going to rob a bank?” Officials
also are probing other possible
sources of funds.
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PUSH
MOWER

5.5 HP I/C Diamond

Plus Briggs & Stratt

Engine with large 3.1 bushel
grass catcher and single
lever rear — dual lever front
height adjusters.

21" 5.5 HP.

W/CHAIN DRIVE

11" diameter heat-treated slicer

t is not unusual for contempo-
rary terrorists to finance their
activities by robbing banks. In the
late 1960s and early 1970s, several
radical leftist groups—such as the
Symbionese Liberation Army,
which kidnaped Patricia Hearst—
pulled such holdups. Even before
they began to explore a link to the
Oklahoma City bombing, law en-
forcement officials feared that the
pipe bomb robberies—in the words
of one source—‘“heralded a new
age of terrorism in the Midwest.”
Sgt. Mark Walker, chief of the
robbery division in the Columbus,
Ohio, Police Department, said he
remembers thinking that the rob-
bers who held up a bank there on
Oct. 25, 1994, were “almost taunt-
ing” law enforcement officials by -
leaving behind a pipe bomb that
was not wired to detonate.
“By purposely leaving it behind,
they were showing us, ‘Look what
we can do,”” Walker said. “It
served no useful purpose in the
robbery.”
LLaw enforcement officials re-
fused to disclose how much money
was stolen in the 13 robberies, but
Sgt. Scott Wiegert of the West Des
Moines (Iowa) Police Department
has estimated that the robbers
average about $10,000 in each
holdup.
- Ever since the bombing, FBI
officials have been puzzled by the
question of how the suspected
conspirators financed their activi-
ties. McVeigh was not employed
but traveled extensively.
Without exception, police who
investigated the bank robberies
said that it is highly unusual for
explosives to be used.
“It was real strange,” said Ed
Bolt, spokesman for the, FBI in
Cincinnati. “In 16 years, I've never
seen anything like this.”
The first robbery in the string
occurred in January, 1994, in

BOMBING

Continued from Al
In all, more than 10,500 calls

have been made to authorities on
their hot-line number at (800)
905-1514.

The F'BI official said that inves-
tigators at the explosion site are
deferring to search-and-rescue
workers before combing the area
for new clues and evidence—a 3(
situation that could be slowing }P;ﬁ?%ﬁ‘;"'&aa%h%ﬂghﬂf'
down the progress of the nation- R ear-driven universal motor
wide inquiry into the bombing. %9130

“The primary mission is the
rescue,” he said. “The gathering of
evidence and the processing of the
scene takes a second step to that.”

But spreading out from Oklaho-
ma_City, Kennedy said, FBI and
other federal agents are “canvass-
ing” the entire stretch of Interstate
35 between Oklahoma City and
Junction City.

“For the past several days we
have been sending agents to every
motel, restaurant and convenience
store in the surrounding metropoli-
tanarea of Oklahoma City, as well
as the corridors of the interstate
north to Kansas,” he said.

“We are talking to anybody who
could have possibly provided ac-
commodations or service” to the
suspects, he added. “And we have
hadsome success.”
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PUSH MOWER

* 3.75 HP Briggs and Stratton Classic Engine
Provides reliable power and performance. Starts
easily year after year.
* 21" Fully Baffied Deep Dome "Donut” Deck
with Tapered Edges
Provides consistent circular airflow for a professional uniform
appearance and maximum performance whether you mulch, bag or
discharge. Tapered edges protect shrubs and trees while cutting.
* Powder Coated Handles
Pr?vide maximum durability and painting process is environment-
safe.
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* Heavy Duty Handle Brackets Powerful -
Designed to absorb the shock and pounding of the terrain for a(?tio“n ',,".aﬁ‘;'_"\?wde,
operator comfort. uick-fill hopper.

* Flush Mounted Throttle Controls Ehi,,s and shreds.
Mounted on the inside of the handle preventing accidental break-off. #AWCG-5

* Fingertip Wheel Height Adjusters

~ Provide 9 positions to adjust cutting height for any lawn condition.
e §" x 1.75" Bar Tread Wheels
Provide excellent traction and maneuverability to reduce
operator effort,
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PUSH MOWER
21" 5HP
5 HP Briggs & Stratton quantum
_ engine. Provides reliable power
=== and performance. 21" fully
= Daffled deck. Provides consistent
circular airflow.

/MINI-CULTIVATOR

Small, but tough and just suited
\ for backyard soil turning, weeding
% and composting! Powered by 1.6
HP, 2-cycle Tecumseh engine.
Weighs just 24 Ibs. 10 to 18 inch
heat treated spring steel tines.

Works a
10-inch path m
#WT16
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38" twin blade - 7 Dub-L-Til tines pulver
. > pulverize the
steel cutting deck. N, soil - ready for planting — in
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'\ 7 speed shift-on- (i | #__ ). just one pass. Rugged 8 HP
B _a _ motor
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YaRD-MaN 3.5 HP
TRIPLE CARE EDGER

Commercial grade edger is

HOMELITE
designed to perform a variety of

BACKPACK GAS-

POWERED BLOWER
yard maintenance tasks. The Triple
Care System, Briggs & Stratton 3.5

2-cycle air-cooled 25-cc
BB HP engine, cutterhead with ball

engine. Solid state
Ignition for easy starting.

_ bearing and all-steel construction
B are just a few of the features.

Large fuel capacity. 150
o #265599701

SIDE DISCHARGE PUSH MOWER

SELF-PROPELLED MOWER
21"*5HP
5 HP Briggs & Stratton quantum
engine. Internal rear transmission drive
system. Allows maximum
maneuverability. Prevents scuffing and »
allows operator to make quick

precise turns.
R #478A
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DECKER. ELECTRIC MOWER | e
Quick set height adjusters. High
performance motor. Rust free polymer
\ deck. Handle conveniently and easily

flips to the other side fo Q TN
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18" HEDGE HOG™
TRIMMER

FEATHERLITE"
GAS TRIMMER T

Exclusive new blade 300% quieter and up to \§, }

design allows user to 30% lighter than ) ,
cut branches up to 3/4" ~# comparable units yet
in diameter. Full bale performs like a

handle with foam grip heavyweight.

improves user comfort. # Tap-N-Go® line advance -
Auto-Stop™. new, easy spool replacement. Fully

\ 2.6 AMP MOTOR y assembled (except shield).
' #HS1000 #952-711334

mph maximum air
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WEEHT 1.2 CC GRASS
LINE TRIMMER

Powerful 21.2-cc, two-cycle
engine. Pro-Fire™ Electronic
ignition and a centrifugal

clutch for .

quick

starts and

easy 2 )
operation. . pdeo W
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ELECTRIC BLOWER

Blow grass clipping, leaves and
other debris with a 110 mph
maximum air velocity and a 7.5 amp

&N motor. Built-in cord retainer.
i, #2510

13" HEDGE TRIMMER

DECKER.
13 double-edged steel blades. -DUTY 2.0 HP EDGER

Cuts through the toughest overgrowth.
Bevel feature angles unit 45°. Edge
guide, adjustable auxiliary handle wide
wheels.

BURBANK

641 N. VICTORY
BLVD.
(818) 557-2755

COMMERCIAL SERVICES
(818) 557-2794

posssS— HOLLYWOOD
‘. 0525 SUNSET

BLVD.
M o (213) 871-1707
3100 Foothill Bivd. (818) 541-7075 |k~ 1
COMMERCIAL SERVICES: (818) 541-7087 l

Open Mon. thru Fri. 8am to 9pm  Sat. 8am to 8pm @ Sun. 8am to 7pm
Prices good thru May 7, 1995

PASADENA

3425 E. COLORADO
BLVD.
(818) 395-7115

COMMERCIAL SERVICES
(818) 395-7173

SOUTH
PASADENA

452 S. FAIR OAKS
AVE.
(818) 403-8115

COMMERCIAL SERVICES
(818) 403-8123

Complete Hardware & Garden!
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5960 SEPULVEDA
BLVD.
(818) 779-7292

COMMERCIAL SERVICES
(818) 779-1881

WEST
LOS ANGELES

2020 S. BUNDY DR.
(310) 571-3838

PENNSYLVANIA

COMMERCIAL SERVICES

(213) 871-5984 (310) 571-3846

Times staff writers James Gersten- l
zang In Washington and Richard A.
Serrano In El Reno, Okla., contributed
to this report.
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