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Oatman 
Reportedly admits 
Kingman-blast tie 
By Mark Shaffer 
The Anzona Republte 

OATMAN - The probe into the 
bombing of the Oklahoma City 
Federal Building added another Ari
zona conn1.-ction Saturda) wi1h the 
arre!.l of an Oatman man ovfr a 
Fcbrunry bombmg ouch of Kingman 

Dennis Kemp Mulu1c, 37, wa� 
charged with one count of arwn of an 
occupied s1ructurc in connection wi1h 
the c>.plos1on, which some federal 
authori11e11 ha�c peculated wru. a 
pracuce run for Oklahoma C11y 
bombing U�JX'Ct T1mo1hy McVe1gh. 

Mal1ac' roommate, 35-year-old 
S1even Colbem, wa arrested Friday 
in Oatman by federal au1hori1ies on 

COLBERN: Profile of chemist 
questioned in bombing. A6 

an unrelated weapons charge. Col
bem' tics to McVe1gh and a brown 
pickup near the lie of McVe1gh\ 
arrest in Perry, Okla., also are bemg 
c>.amincd. 

Malzac was being held 111 lieu of 
$50,000 bail after an iniual :ippear
ancc befon: Kingman Judge pro tcm 
Stanley LaBos_,1cr on Saturday. 

According 10 coun record , Mal
uic, who refused to be mterviewed, 
adm11tcd hi role in the Kingman-area 
bombing and told mvcs1igating offi
cers 1ha1 he i ·'fearful of others who 
are involved in th1 incident." 

Malzac, who Ii led hi� occupation 
as miner, said that he had lived a1 the 
Oatman trailer of Preston Haney for 
2 ½ mon1h . Haney said Colbern had 
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liv� with him for four month!>. 
"I've go1 10 be more selective in my 

roommates," Haney b4id. 
The Feb. 21 bombing, which blew 

out fil-e window11 of the home of 
fomm Kingman resident Franci 
McPc-.1k, n one-time business par1ner 
of McVrigh, hllS bctn the focus of 
much peculation since McVcigh' ties 
to the Kingman area were es1obli hcd 
after the Okh1homn City bombing. 

Ammonium nitrate, n common 
fcnihzcr. was believed 10 be used m 
bo1h bombing$, and 1hc Kingman 
bombing occurttd ju t off Rou1e 66 
I than a quarter mile from a 1ro1ler 
that McVeigh had rent� in 1993. 

Fcdcr11l oOiccrs concludro a four• 
hour f>t.lrth of Colbcm' room nnd 
two nc.:irby hcd on Haney' propcrt)' 
early 1urdny. 

They found Iii¢ rines and hotgun • 
four cases of ammunition and several 
mailer nmmunilion c.in,, and chcmi, 

cals and bcakm con: 1 tent with 
mcth:unphctnm1ne produc11on, s:iid 
Lt. Rick Arm\lrong of lhc Oa1mun 
Fire Oepanmcn1. 

"Some of n \\O\ machine-gun 
ammuni1ion. and II oppcarcd to ha,·e 
a Chinese munufociurcr," Armwong 
s:ud. "The 01hcr thing.\ )OU would 
�'>0Cia1e \\1th producing mcth, but 
there also \\Cre some chemical 
m1 �ing" 

M�111>.hilc, m Ph�m,, Colbem 
mooc hi\ 1111tiul oppcarancc oturd0)' 
.,flcrnoon m rront of frocrol Mogi -
Ir.lie Barry ilvcnnnn. 

lie i, charged wi1h rt!>1\ting nrr�t, 
�,ion of unrcgi\tCrcd gun, ond 
failure to appear for 1nal on on 
firc:irm charge in California. 

He "� ordered held withoul bail 
unlil a detention hearing !>Chedulcd 
for Tucsda)' oftcrnoon. 

Ore)scd in ton Jail P3ntS. a 111n hin 
o�cr h1\ whnc r. hirt and blue J!iil
hoo, Colbcm wa barely audible,

an,wcnng ')cah" and "no" 10 111(
Judge\ quc 11on�. He wa\ not hand•
cuffed or \hackled for the appc�runcc.

A I umt federal publi defenders
Jon 'nds and John Hannah \\�re
oppoen1cd to repr�nt Colbcm. 

"The procccdmg thL\ morning wM 
o rou1ine ndm1m)lrn11,c proceeding,"
�id Jonc1 , t1politono, U .. a11orney
ror An,.ona. "h I normal m :t rug11ivc
\itualion "'here )()mconc hll) alrc.idy
bttn o fug11i,e to rcquc<-1 dc1cnuon "

Colbcm, 3S, 1 bemg htld u1 a 
f�er.1I correction\ facility north of 
Phoenix 

Au1horht"> \.lid Colbcm own, the 

brown pickup that wns c.,ught on an 
Oklahoma trooper' video comera 
when McYeigl,, the prime uspcct in 
the April 19 bombing. WM topped on 
a t111ffic viola1lon 90 minutes after the 
blas1. 

Napolitano. who appc3rcd in court 
with A istant U.S. Allomey Tom 
Hannis, refused to answer questions 
obou1 whether the FBI was in,•estig111• 
ing 3 link between Colbem and the 
bombing in Oklahoma a1y, which 
killed 168 people in the notion' worst 
domestic tmori t i,ttack. 

In Oa1m11n, Catherine Mauro, 
owner of O3tmM Mining Co. Food & 
Spirit5. when: Colbcm worked as a 
cook and di hwasher, said she was 
bocked by his arrest. 

Mauro penl much of Saturday 
afternoon miking to other Oatman 
residents about Colbern while leaning 
on 3 rail in front o(hcr bu.sines 

"lie wos upposed 10 have been lit 
work Fridny night," Mauro �id. "I 
think c1cry1hing i going to be cool 
for him. I don't think anyone in 
031mnn think!> that he has !lnything 
10 do \\ith the (Oklahoma) bombing." 

H1111cy s:iid that Colbern had bctn 
a1 h1 home during the bombing and 
1h01 the two hod watched televised 
report of the di5.Mtcr together. 

Dul Mauro �id that Colbcm had 
no1 \\0rked 01 the restaurant for a 
two-wttk penod before aod after the 
bombmg. 

"I w.l! under the 1mprc<,s1on 1h01 he 
hod gone to Qllifornia, bec-Ousc he 
said that he had o family emergency 
to tend do." Mauro s:ud. "Bui som4t 
of my friends id they saw him hcte 
dunng that lime, so I gu� that isn'I 
a problem." 

Mauro dc:.cribcd Colbem 85 a 
111 :11culou) d1 hwa her who had :in 
,1rong mtcrt\l in UFOs. 

Bui now. Mauro �id. he will 
rcmcmbcr Colbcm pnm:irily for lhc 
bombing and another image ii has 
ghen thi� Old West town of 150 
res1dtntS. along wi1h burros, b:ir.s and 
bikers. 

he looked up 1hc ,1rec1 10 u mock 
I gunfight before 3 large crowd of 
1ou�1 near FMI Fnnny' l'locc Md 
1hc Cla y Coyo1e. 

"Thi, thing I kind of like ·oh, 
well.' 11·� not nearly as big around 
t0\\n a when the bike� come," 
fauro s:ud "E\cry pcMn here hllS 

<,0me1hmg m their b:lckground. We 
don't pry or ask abou1 tt." 

Cont11bullng to this article was Judi 
Villa of The Anzona Republtc. 
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