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Truck bombing inspires conspiracy theories
By David Jackson________
Dallas Morning News

Form er Air F orce  G eneral Benton 
K . Partin  doesn’t believe that a truck 
bomb could have gutted the Oklaho
m a C ity federal building. He does be
lieve that the governm ent destroyed 
“ vita l evidence”  when it demolished 
what remained.

“The entire nation w as assaulted 
and w e m ay never know who the real 
instigators w ere or why they did it, as 
in the Kennedy assassination,”  
P artin  once w rote in a letter to Sen. 
Don Nickles, R-Okla.

V irtu ally  since the moment of det
onation, the Oklahom a C ity bombing 
has becom e the object of present 
fears and horrible im aginings. And 
—  like critics  of the investigation of 
President Kennedy’s assassination 
m ore than three decades ago —  
m any conspiracy theorists accuse 
the federal government.

“I believe there are agencies 
within the governm ent behind the 
Oklahom a C ity bombing,”  said Sheila 
M. Reynolds, whose Arizona-based 
“ Resurrection, The N ew sletter,”  
called  the deadly explosion “ an in
side job”  a m ere four days a fter  the 
event.

People who study conspiracy theo
ries noted that m any Oklahom a C ity 
bombing skeptics share the v e h e -  
m ent anti-governm ent view s that are 
thought to  have m otivated the at
tack. These analysts said citizen m i
litias and other groups critica l of 
governm ent can  both defend and jus
tify  their view s through conspiracy 
theories about the nation’s deadliest 
terrorist attack.

‘I t ’s  a w ay  of explaining the 
w orld’s problem s,”  said Chip Berlet, 
who studies such m ovem ents for the 
M assachusetts-based P o litica l R e
search Associates. “ A  conspiracy 
theory is a form  of scapegoating.”

Norman Olson, a co-founder of the 
M ichigan M ilitia, said he and his col
leagues do not o ffer theories but in
stead expose patterns. The M ichigan 
gun dealer outlined a decades-long 
pattern of rogue governm ent bent on 
destroying c iv il liberties, led by the 
“ international intrigue”  of the CIA.

“W hat w e are seeing here is the 
centralization of pow er and the 
em ergence of fascism ,” Olson said.

Most conspiracy theories begin 
with m otive, according to experts. 
Theorists believe that the C IA  killed 
Kennedy to prolong the Vietnam  
W ar. Oklahom a C ity theorists be
lieve that the governm ent is setting 
the stage for a crackdow n on m ilitias 
and gun ownership groups by pinning 
the crim e on like-minded individuals

such as Tim othy M cVeigh and T erry  
Nichols.

“ I think M cVeigh is another Os
wald;”  Reynolds said.

Conspiracy theories also hang on 
at least a few  facts, according to ana
lysts. In the Oklahom a C ity case, 
theorists like to cite  a seism ograph at 
the nearby U niversity of Oklahoma. 
It registered two “events”  at the 
tim e of detonation —  proof, skeptics 
say, of another explosion besides the 
sole truck bomb that federal o fficia ls 
say  destroyed the building.

“ Why is the governm ent denying 
the existence of m ore than one 
bom b?”  asks John Trochm ann, a co
founder of the M ilitia of Montana.

Tom  Holzer, a research geologist 
with the San Francisco-area office  of 
the U.S. G eological Survey, said one 
explosion can trigger a number of 
“seism ic w aves,”  w aves of energy 
that race  through the area at d iffer
ent speeds. He said the Oklahoma 
C ity explosion actu ally  triggered 
three events as recorded by the 
seism ograph.

“One blast sends out different 
w aves, just like an earthquake,” 
Holzer said.

Those who suspect conspiracy de
scribed this explanation as no better 
than the J F K  single-bullet theory, 
neither of which is to be trusted be
cause both em anated from  the self- 
serving governm ent.

Trochm ann stopped short of 
charging the governm ent with plant
ing a second bomb, but claim ed it is 
again  covering up evidence in a m a
jo r  case.

He cited the 1992 F B I shootout 
with Idaho white suprem acist Randy 
W eaver, resulting in the deaths of 
W eaver’s w ife  and son as w ell as a 
federal agent. He also mentioned the 
fiery  end of the 50-day standoff be
tween federal agents and the Branch 
D avidians near Waco, Texas.

“They never told the truth about 
w hat happened in northern Idaho, 
when they shot a wom an and a boy,” 
Trochm ann said. “ They didn't tell 
the truth at Waco. Why should w e be
lieve  them  now?”

W orries about the explanation of 
the bombing also have reached O kla
homa City. Some fam ily  m em bers of 
victim s, while saying they don’t think 
the governm ent is responsible, say 
they do wonder about possible 
negligence.

Glenn Wilburn, who lost two 
grandsons in the explosion, cited re
ports that m em bers of the Bureau of 
Alcohol, T obacco and F irearm s w ere 
told not to be in the building that 
m orning because of a bomb threat, a 
charge the B A T F  denies.

Wilburn said he doesn’t think that 
the governm ent did the bombing, but 
he does believe in a second blast, He 
suspects that explosives w ere stored 
illega lly  within the building.

“ We lost two precious little  b a
bies,”  Wilburn said. "I think w e’ve 
paid the price for the right to ask 
these questions.”

B A T F  o ffic ia ls  said fiv e  of their 13 
people assigned to its Oklahom a C ity 
office  w ere in the building at the tim e 
of the blast. The others w ere either 
out in the field  or in court testifying. 
B A T F  o ffic ia ls  also said explosives 
are stored in secure facilities, not o f
fice buildings.

A  few  victim s’ fam ilies have 
worked with Oklahom a state legisla
tor Charles K ey, who said his sources 
at the university, together with testi
mony from  outsiders such as G eneral 
Partin, convinced him to ca ll for a 
state investigation into a possible 
second explosion. State o fficia ls re 
jected the request, but K ey said he 
would press on.

“ I think there is evidence of som e 
kind of cover-up,”  said K ey, a Repub
lican from  Oklahom a City.

Victims* fam ilies have submitted 
som e questions to the Oklahom a con
gressional delegation. A spokesman 
for Sen. Jam es Inhofe, R-Okla., said 
delegation m em bers plan to raise 
these questions at upcom ing congres
sional hearings on the Waco affair.

Tom m y Witt m an, assistant special 
agent in charge of the D allas B A T F  
office, agreed that victim s’ fam ilies 
have the right to ask questions, given 
their “ incredible loss.”  

He had less sym pathy for conspir
acy  theorists in general.

“ It’s a little  disheartening that 
people would think governm ent em 
ployees would be a party to som e
thing like this,”  W ittman said.

Fredrick Koenig, a social psychol
ogy professor at Tulane U niversity, 
said suspicions can be fueled by the 
m any rum ors and unexplained 
events that accom pany any m ajor 
catastrophe.
Koenig said conspiracy theorists 
tend to tw ist facts to justify  their 
philosophical outlook, the Oklahom a 
C ity  bombing being only the latest 
exam ple.

“This is a classic, clin ical, p ara
noid response,” said Koenig, who has 
studied how rum ors are  spread. 
“This is the nature of extrem ists 
who have a conspiracy explanation 
for things. They don’t w ant to g ive 
them up. It supports their world 
v iew .”

According to Koenig, there are  
m any things that can bring together 
conspiracy theorists: natural cyni
cism , a sense of shared experience, a 
feeling of victim ization. The Internet 
and other form s of modern technol
ogy also g ive theorists easy  contact

with one another.
In the post-Communist world, 

Koenig said conspiracy theorists now 
must focus on dom estic enemies, 
starting w ith the federal 
governm ent.

There are  an y num ber of conspira
cy  charges floating around. The D al
las Morning News, fo r exam ple, re 
ceived a fa x  on D rug Enforcem ent 
Adm inistration letterhead, purport
ing to be from  an agent who claim ed 
that the governm ent is covering up 
the involvem ent of a paid inform ant 
in the bombing.

Justice D epartm ent officials 
scoffed a t the letter, saying that they 
have been the subject of numerous

false  accusations. One o ffic ia l dis
played the copy of w hat w as purport 
ed to be a legal affid avit, a llegedly 
from  a Justice Departm ent law yer 
who resigned because of governm ent 
involvem ent in the plot.

G erald Posner, whose book "Case 
Closed”  argued that Lee H arvev Os
w ald w as, indeed, the lone assassin of 
President Kennedy, said he doubts 
that the Oklahoma C ity bombing w ill 
reach the level of public suspicion 
that the Kennedy case did.

“ One of the reasons the Kennedy 
case lasted so long w as because O s- 
w ald w as killed,”  Posner said 
'T h e re  w as no trial and w e never 
saw  what the evidence w as.”


