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DENVER — Five months before

the O klahom a C ity bombing. Tim
othy M cV eigh left a note atop a
utility tower in rural Arizona, ap-
parently trying to recruit som e-

one for his anti-government cam
paign, Terry N ichols’ attorneys
said Friday.

The attorneys introduced the
letter — w hich both sides agreed
was w ritten by M cVeigh — to bol-
ster their argum ent that M cV eigh
and N ichols had a falling outearly
in 1995, when N ichols focused on

starting his own gun show busi-

ness and finding a home for his
fam ily.

Donald Pipins, a utility worker,
told jurors he found the note in-
side tw o sealed envelopes m ore
than 10 feet up the side ofthe tow
er in the desert near Kingman,
A riz., on Nov. 30, 1994,

“"A man w ith nothing left to lose

is a very dangerous man and his

energyl/anger can be focused on a

com m on/righteous goal,”
M cV eigh wrote.

D ashing through seven w itness-
es, th e defense attorneys also
pounded their them e that others
were involved in the A pril 19,1995,
bom bing in w hich 168 people died

A bom bing survivor testified

that she encountered tw o m en
next to a car resem bling
M cV eigh’s getaw ay vehicle near
th e federal building after the
blast, and thought it odd w hen one
man — w hom she later identified

as M cVeigh — asked ifalotofpeo-

M cV eigh

elp ers

ple were killed.

Before recessing for the day Fri-
day, U.S. D istrict Judge R ichard
M atsch said the trial was proceed -
ing ahead of schedule, but he
could not say how much longer it
would take. Jurors grinned, and
one raised a clenched fist and
m outhed the word, "Y esss."

In the first four days of its case,
the defense has called 55 w itnesses
in an effort to convince jurors that
others were involved in the plot;
that the government is m istaken
about when the bomb was built;
and that Nichols was developing a

gun-show business and taking

care of his fam ily, w hile M cV eigh
was distributing anti-government
literature and becoming increas-
ingly paranoid.

D efense attorneys have said the

note Pipins found was addressed
to “SC,"” who has been identified
as Steven Colbern, an A rizona
m an never publicly linked to the
bombing. Lead attorney M ichael

Tigar has said M cVeigh was try -

ing to recruit Colbern.

In th e note, M cV eigh said he
couldn’t be certain of Colbern’s
m otives, saying, “In short, I'm not
looking for talkers. I'm looking for

fighters.”

In a postscript, he added, "Ifyou

are a fed, think tw ice about the

Constitution you are supposedly

enforcing.



