Racist robbery gang,

-

linked to McVeigh,
called Pittsburg home

This still frame is from a video made in 1995
at a safe house in Pittsburg, Kan., and pro
duced by a group calling itself the Aryan
Republican Army. The hooded figure is
holding money he said was taken in bank
robberies to finance the organization, also
called the Midwestern Bank Bandits.
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Recruits

With his old pal Guthrie — who al
ready had pulled a couple of bank
jobs and had earned the nickname
Wild Bill" — Langan formed the
Aryan Republican Army

The first recruit, according to
Hamm, was teen-ager Shawn Ken
ney, a former :~.-.'L'uri1.l.. officer of the
Arvan Nations in Ohio, whom Lan
gan had met at a Christian [dentity
pathering

I'he other members of the gang
were later referred to Langan by
Mark Thomas, a Christian [dentity
minister and Aryan Nations lcader
from Hereford, Pa. They were: Kevin
Mo l_'-'-.r'ull_l. Scott Stedeford and
Michael Brescia

McCarthy, 17, was a former drug
abuser and 10th-grade dropout from
Philadelphia. He also was a bassist
and along with Stedeford, a drum
mer in his mid-20s, he had formed a
Philadelphia skinhead band called
Cyamide. Soon, they would be pack
ing assault rifles in their instrument
cases instead of guitars

Brescia, 23, a Philadelphia fire
highter's son and former Eagle Scout,
was a former resident of Elohim City,

McVeigh was ticketed for speeding
by an Arkansas state trooper on the
morming of Oct. 12, 1993, just a few
miles from the compound. And on
5&'1“ 12, 1994, .'4-1L‘IIL'I|-.:_|"| checked
into the El-Siesta Motel in Vian,
Okla., about 30 miles from Elohim
City

Millar, however,
MeVeigh ever visited

But, according to a book written by
Stephen Jones, McVeigh's former
defense counsel, Meb L'i_l.'_|| tried to
call Millar at the compound two
weeks before the bombing

McVeigh also told a member of the
defense team, a polygraph {'kilu-l't
named Tim Domgard, that he had
written a letter to Millar in mid
March 1995. The letter referred to a

small operation” the pair had dis

cussed in the past, and McVeigh
wanted to know if there would be
some type of underground railroad
that Millar could inform him of so
that he might be able to carry out
such operations,” Jones wrote

that
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The FBI had begun the raid that
ended the CSA compound on April
19, 1985.

The federal siege at Waco had
ended in fames on April 19, 1993,

And, Snell — who some members
of the Christian ldentity movement
predicted would rise after three
days, signaling the start of the final
race war — was scheduled to die on
April 19, 1995

hat morning, Millar and Snell
watched on television the news
from Oklahoma City, Before he was
executed by lethal injection, Snell's
last words were a warning to the
governor of Arkansas that “Justice is
coming”

Millar witnessed the execution,
then took the body to Elohim City
for burial. At last word, Snell con-
tinues to occupy his grave, beneath
; sill mple wooden cross on a wooded

IHstde.

“No alarms, no hostages”

The gang's bank robberies fol-
lowed a pattern.

‘It would begin with Langan run-
ninJ1 in first, with the others behind,
and they would sometime enter
with such force they would create an
air vacuum behind them Hamm
said “Then Pete Langan would take
a running leap and jump over the
counter, brandishing his assault ri-
fle, and yell, ‘No alarms, no
hostages' Twice”

All were dressed in ski masks,
camouflage and combat boots, Of-
ten, they wore Halloween masks of
presidents. And, they used two-way
radios to communicate with one
another and with gang members
ouiside

While Langan took 30 to 60 sec-
onds to clean out the teller drawers,
Guthrie would guard the lobby and
ell foreign-sounding gibberish.
Some of it was Spanish; other times
it was Serbo-Croatian.

They never went to the vault,
Hamm said, because that would
take too much time. When they
were finished, Guthrie or another
would leave a pipe bomb in the lob-
by, and sometimes they would toss a
smoke grenade behind them, leav-
ing the bank clouded in green, nox-
ious fumes.

After racing away in a drop car —
a cheap car obtained fust for that
purpose — they would use another,
more reliable car for their real get-
away, monitoring police frequen-
cies as they went.

In 1995, on the front seat of a Ford
Fairmont they had bought using the
name of a retired FBI agent who had
worked white supremacist cases,
they left an article about M¢Veigh
being charged with the Oklahoma
City bombing After Jim Nelson, a
St Lows FBI agent, publicly an-
nounced that the bank robbers had
pohitical motivations, they sent out
press releases that announced the
appointment of Nelson as their
spokesman.

“He's my wife”

Early in 1995, at the safe house in
Pittsburg, the gang made the infa-
mous “recruiting video” that origi-
nally was intended for the Aryan
Nations

‘Tt was totally whacked,” said
Hamm. “They were drunk, and it
started out kind of serious, then
things fell apart. As time went on
they drank more, and their lips got
oose But there are some things
said, all jokes aside, that are very se-
rious. They concem threats to bomb
a federal building, and there is talk
of other cells”

Between the racist rants, the gang
ilso performs a couple of “Saturday
Night Live"-style sketches: mock
ads for “Blammo Ammo™ and “Sec-
ond-Chance Body Armor”™

Also on the video, the gang rec-
ommends “The Tumer Diaries.” a
novel by William Pierce that tells of
a coming race war, The climax ol the
book is the destruction of a nation
al passport system by blowing up
FBI headquarters in Washington
with a truck bomb

The book is a gun-show staple,
and a copy was found in McVeigh's
getaway vehicle when he was ar
rested after the bombing near Perry,
Okla., for a traffic violation

The gang also holds up “Vigilantes
of Christendom: The Story of the
Phineas Priesthood” by Richard
Kelly Hoskins It “advocates guer:
rilla holy war conducted by individ-
ual white warriors,” and urges view-
ers to read it carefully as a handbook
for the revolution.

Phineas (or Phunehas) is a Biblical
figure, mentioned in Numbers 25,
who saves Israel from the wrath of
God by slaying an Israelite who had
paired with a woman of another
race he met at an unholy rite,

Extremists use the biblical pas-
sage to justify the use of violence to
deter race mixing. The Phineas sym-
bal (a capital P with a horizontal
Hine through i, forming a cross) was
painted near the entrance to the
Christian Identity church run by
Muark Thomas in castern Pennsyiva-
ria

Curiously, even though Langan
clearly saw himself as & member of
the Phineas Priesthood, he also was
struggling with an unusual problem
for a religious fundamentalist: He

was a cross-dressing transsexual
who wore women's undergarments,
and enjoyed passing himself off as a
wuman in public

A transsexual is & person who
identifies with the opposite sex, of-
ten dresses as the oppusite sex, and
sometimes undertakes surgery or
hormone therapy to make his or her
outward appearance conform (o the
perceived true identity

Lﬂﬂgil.ll wias Fﬂ severe emoti H'I.I.ll
turmoil during his time in Pittsburg,
according to Hamm, and his cross-
dressing prompted Guthrie 1o
threaten to kill im. The other mem-
bers of the gang seemed more un-
derstanding, but Langan eventually
established his own hide-out in
Overland Park, a suburb of Kansas
City, where his habits would go
more unnoticed

Langan also established an un
usual relationship with a woman
from Peculiar, Mo., named Cherie
Roberts.

Roberts, who later appeared in a
suit and tie at Langan's trial in
Columbus, Ohio, said she was a
transsexual as well. They had met
through a Kansas City group called
Crossdressers and Friends.

“He's my wife, I'm his husband”
she said

Her pet name for Langan was
“Donna” Their plan was to obtain
sex-change operations for both, and
then to marry

“I found her testimony to be the
most fascinating part uf the trial”
Hamm said. “It told you what their
life was like, and some of the strug-
gles Pete Langan was dealing u'itﬁ
4. Every vear or so, Pete would
have a sexual identity crisis and feel
so ashamed about his fetish for
wottien's underwear that he would
go 180 degrees in the other direc-
tion, and start wearing biker
clothes”

None of this, however, was appar
ent to those who knew the gang
members under their aswnwﬁ
names or who were inside the house
at 1103 S Elm St in Pittsburg.

Darren Carriger, a service techni-
cian for Bob’s Heating and Air Con-
ditioning in Pittsburg, said he met
someone named Don MeClure —
Langan’s alias — when he was sent
to the address in the winter of 1994

Bank heists

The Midwestern Bank Bandits,
also known as the Aryan
Republican Army, were linked to
22 rdbberies in seven states from
1992 to 1995,

Many of the heists were
planned from a safe house in
Pittsburg, Kan.

Authorities say the gang stole
about $250,000, but some
sources, including Indiana State
University criminologist Mark
Hamm, suspect the take was at
least twice that amount.

The gang's known rabberies

were:

|. Gateway Federal Savi
Bank, Cincinnati, Dhlu.N;u:.nl?,
1992 (Richard Guthrie Jr.acting
alone).

2.Bank One, Cincinnati, Dec.
11,1992 (Guthrie alone).

3.First Star Bank, Ames, lowa,
Jan.5,1994,

4.First National Bank of
Davenport, lowa, Feb 15,1994,

5. Associated Bank, Green Bay,
Wis., March 11,1994,

6.North American Savings
mﬂm City, Mo, May 19,

7. Society National Bank,
Springdale, Ohio, June 8, 1994,
8. Mercantile Bank,

to reparr the furnace

“It was just an old rental house,”
Carriger said. “1 figured they were
college students. The only weird
thing is that they had a push-button
security system near the back door”

Carnger also "u:ilﬁffdlab L'thlp[r.;lul
camoulisge Army duffel bags under
the kitrhfn :'-:1;?3. but he rﬁkum:d
the residents were members of the
Nativnal Guard, He replaced a
blower motor and got the furmnace
running, and a taller and heavier
man — probably Guthrie — later
came to the office and paid cash for
the repair,

“They fit in well with the local
community” Hamm said. "They
didn’t live in seclusion. Guthrie, for
example, presented himself as an
ex-cop from the East Coast who had
been busted for using excessive
force with black gang members He
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springfield, Mo., July 7, 1994,
9.Nebraska State Bank,
Omaha, Aug.3,1994.
10.Boatman's Bank, Overland
Park, Kan., Sept. 21, 1964,
11.Columbus National Bank,
Columbus, Ohio, Oct, 25, 1994,
| 2_East Des Moines National
mmmm. Nov, 11,

HH.TlﬂrdFidlrIl
9 1994
14 Commercial Bank of
Maryland Heights,
Mao., 27,1994,
15.Boatman's Bank, Des
Moines, lowa, March 29,1995,
16.Great Financial Bank of
Louisville, Ky., May 24,1995,
17.Guarantee Bank of
Glendale, Wis., June 22, 1995,
18, Magna Bank of
Bridgetown, Mo,, Aug. 15, 1995,
19. Bank One, Madison, Wis.,

Dec.

Aug.30,1995,

20. Roosevelt Bank, 5t. Louis,
Mo., Nov. 22,1995,

21. Society National Bank,
Cincinnati, Dec.8,1995
(Guthrie alone).

22 Midamerica National Bank
of Sylvania, Ohie, Dec 19,1995,
also talked about drnking coffee
with members of the police force.
and going to square dances and a
cockhight or twi”

Guthrie, Hamm said, may have
used the name Ray Mitchell while in
Pittsburg, and he was deeplytanned

“On the tape, Pete Langan says at
une point that he is tired of fundin
these other cells,” Hamm said. “And.
| think one of the cells he's talking
about is the one composed of Tim
McVeigh and Terry Nichols, that
they funded through the robbery of
# gun dealer in Arkansas”

Badge and pink toenails

Kenney, the first recrwt, ultimate-
Iy backed out of the gang before
committing any robberies. Later, he
would lea aulimﬂtirs to Guthrie in
Cincinnati,

Captured in  January 1996,
Guthrie then told investigators

where to find Langan, and “Com-
mander Pedro™ was arrested after
federal officers confronted him on a
residential street in Columbus
Ohio.

Although Langan claims he never
shot first or even shot back, agents
pumped about 30 rounds into his
white Chevy van, but Langan was
not seriously hurt When authorities
got him out of the van, they found he
wascarryinga U S. Marshal's badge
His toenails, it was discovered. were
painted pink

In the vehicle, authorities found
3,400 rounds of ammunition, as-
sault weapons. 11 pipe bombs, five
hand grenades, FBI hats, police uni-
forms, fake 1Ds, and a hollow Bible
made to conceal a gun

The recruitment video was found
in an envelope addressed (o the Rev
Richard Butler, head of the Arvan
Nations, in Idaho

A month later, in February 1996,
a routine traffic stop by a St Louis
police officer led to the discovery of
guns, a rocket launcher and other
items belonging to the Aryan Re-
publican Army that had been kept in
a storage locker in Joplin. Mo

Nicholas W Guthrie, 31, a broth-
er of Richard Guthrie, was pulled
over for drifting anto the shoulder of
the road. When Guthrie and his fa-
ther, Richard Guthrie Sr., became
nervous, the officer searched the ve-
hicle and found the weapons — and
another Aryan Republican Army
videotape — in the trunk

The Guthries, who were headed
10 their home in Sterling, Va,, told
authorities they had been asked 10
clean out the Joplin locker by
Richard Guthrie |r

Nicholas Guthrie was charged
with a felony weapons violation. but
the 72-year-old father was released

Langan was convicted, in two sep
arate trials, of robbing two banks
assaulting federal officers, using a
dl:adll,.' Weapon in a crime, and 11:1
ing a felon in possession of firearms
and a pipe bomb

He was convicted in Februan
1998 on five charges involving bank
robberies in Columbus, Ohio, and
Springdale, Ohio, a Cincinnati sub
urb. In October of that vear, he was
found guilty on one assault charge
two gun counts and one bomb count

™

:

in relation tu his arrest

Langan, then 40, was senteniced to
life without parole plus 35 vears by
U.S Distnct Judge John Holschuh
un Dec. 19, 1998

At his sentencing, Lungan testi-
fied that he was a transsexual and
wanted to have a sex-change opera-
tom in prison. He also said he was-
n't trying to hurt anyone who was
nt trving to bur him, and that his
beliefs put him in conflict with the
federsl government

Langan was given a mental and
emotional evaluation at the Medical
Center for Federal Prisoners in
springlield, Mo, then was sent to
serve his Jife sentence without hupt
of parole at the Supermax federal
pristn in Florence F‘.b]u

Kenney has since joined the Army,
Hamm said. McCarthy, Stedeford,
Brescia and Thomas were &all
charged and later convicted in con
nection with the bank robbenes

Cruthrie, meanwhile, had commit
ted suivide

The day before he was to testify
against Langan in 1997 Guthrie was
found hanged to death from a bed
sheet in his jail cell

He was 38

Guthrie already had pleaded
guilty to' 19 bank robbenes, and
shortly before his death he had told
a reporter for the Los Angeles Times
that he had written a manuscript
that would tell all

“Who are these others?”

In 2000, Hamm had finished writ
ing the book about the Midwestern
Bank Bandits and, having devel
oped Langan as a source, sent the
manuscript to him at the Supermax
prisan in Colorado for comment

Langan said, in essence, "'You're
missing the part about the Okla
homa City bombing' " Hamm re
calls, Specifically, Langan told him
to review the work of | D. Cash, an
unconventional reporier for the tiny
McCurtain Daily Gazette at 1dabel
i southeastern Oklahoma

Cash started his reporting career
after a close friend in Oklshoma
City lost two grandchildren in the
bombing. and he originally wrote
for a nght-wing pubbication catled
jubilee. Later, after infiltrating the

See Bandits, Page 8A
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