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FBI withheld evidence, papers suggest

B Documents raise
possibility others
assisted in bombing
at Oklahoma City.

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — FBI agents
destroyed evidence and failed to
share other information that
raised the possibility that a gang
of white supremacist bank rob-
bers may have assisted Timothy
McVeigh during the Oklahoma
City bombing, according to
documents never introduced at
McVeigh's trial.

Both the FBI supervisor who
ran the Oklahoma City investiga-
tion and the veteran agent who
was in command at the bombing
scene say the new evidence, de-
tailed in documents obtained by
The Associated Press, is serious
enough to warrant reopening the
inquiry nine years later.

The evidence, never shared
with Oklahoma City investiga-
tors or defense lawyers, includes
documents showing the Aryan
Republican Army bank robbers
possessed explosive blasting
caps similar to those
McVeigh stole and a
driver’s license pos-
sibly stolen during the
bombing plot.

“If the evidence is
still there, then it
should be checked
out,” said Dan Defen-
baugh, the now-retired
FBI chief of the
McVeigh investigation,
who reviewed the Mceigh
documents at the request of The
Associated Press. “If I were still
in the bureau, the investigation
would be reopened.”

Danny Coulson, the FBI scene
commander for the Oklahoma
bomb site, agreed. !

“There is some unanswered

questions here. A lot of things
happened that were inappropri-
ate,” Coulson said. “I think it
needs to be reopened, but I don’t
think it should be reopened by
the FBL. It needs to be a special
investigator, a lawyer, to-
tally independent. He
needs to have subpoena
power and the ability to
use a grand jury.”

The agents said there
could be plausible expla-
nations for each piece of
evidence — blasting caps
are plentiful and the bank
robbers were experts in
identification fraud —
but those questions need
to be answered.

The April 19, 1995, bombing
killed 168 people, and McVeigh
was executed for it in 2001. Co-
defendant Terry Nichols will be
tried in Oklahoma next week on
state charges that could carry the
death penalty.
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