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FBI orders review
of Oklahoma City
bomb investigation

WASHINGTON (AP) —
The FBI ordered a review of
some aspects of the 1995
Oklahoma City bombing
investigation Friday, reopen-
ing the question of whether
Timothy McVeigh may have
had more accomplices, gov-
ernment officials said.

Reacting to an Associated
Press story earlier this week,
the FBI ordered agents to
determine why some docu-
ments did not properly reach
the bureau’s Oklahoma City
task force during the original
investigation or get turned
over to McVeigh's lawyers
before he was executed in
2001, officials said.

The review will also try to
determine whether FBI
agents in a separate investiga-
tion of white supremacist
bank robbers may have failed
to alert the Oklahoma City
investigation of a possible
link between the robbers and
McVeigh, and allowed some of
that evidence to be destroyed.

AP reported Wednesday
that documents never intro-
duced at McVeigh's trial
showed FBI agents destroyed
evidence and failed to share
other information that raised
the possibility that a gang of
white supremacist bank rob-
bers may have assisted
McVeigh.

The evidence includes doc-
uments showing the Aryan
Republican Army bank rob-
bers possessed explosive
blasting caps similar to those
McVeigh stole and a driver's
license with the name of a
central player who was
robbed in the Oklahoma City
plot. The caps were destroyed.

McVeigh's former attorney
and the retired head of the
McVeigh investigation
applauded Friday's develop-
ment. “It was the right thing
to do. The FBI has to put the
integrity back in the "i* of the
FBL,” retired agent Dan
Defenbaugh said.

McVeigh attorney, Stephen
Jones, said the key will be
how aggressively the FBI pur-
sues the review. “The ques-
tion is how serious an investi-
gation it will be or are they
going through the motions
and is this a face-saving way
to close the book on this,” he
said.

The documents don’t prove
additional accomplices were
involved - blasting caps are
plentiful and the gang was
expert in document fraud. But
Defenbaugh said his team
never got the chance to inves-
tigate the evidence and he
called earlier this week for the
probe to be reopened.

The April 19, 1995, bombing
killed more than 160 people
and McVeigh was put to death
for it in 2001. His co-defen-
dant, Terry Nichols, will
stand trial in Oklahoma next
week on state charges that
could carry the death penalty.

Nichols’ attorneys asked
Thursday for the trial to be

delayed in light of the AP
story, but the judge refused.

FBI officials and Nichols’
attorneys declined comment
Friday night, citing a gag
order in the case.

Government officials, who
spoke only on condition of
anonymity, said the review
will be handled by the FBI's
inspection division, a unit of
senior agents that routinely
conducts reviews to ensure
the bureau follows its own
rules and conducts investiga-
tions properly.

The officials said the
review was ordered “out of an
abundance of caution” to
ensure that any questions
about additional conspirators
be put to rest.

It is not the first time
issues in the McVeigh case
have had to be reopened. In
2001, the Justice Department
was forced to conduct an
internal investigation to
determine why 4,000 pages of
documents from the case were
belatedly turned over to
defense lawyers just days
before McVeigh was supposed
to be executed. The revelation
prompted a one-month delay
in the investigation.

Peter Langan, one member
of the ARA robbery gang, told
AP he plans to testify at
Nichols’ trial that federal
prosecutors several years ago
offered and then withdrew a
plea deal for information he
had about the Oklahoma City
bombing.

Langan said he plans to tes-
tify that at least three fellow
gang members were in
Oklahoma around the time of
the bombing and one later
told him that they had become
involved.

Agents who worked both
the McVeigh bombing and the
bank robbery spree - two of
the FBI's highest priority
cases of the 1990s - said they
suspected a link between the
two because of physical evi-
dence as well as statements
made by the robbers and a
girlfriend.

The agents said they ruled
out a connection when the
bank robbers denied their
involvement and provided an
alibi showing they left
Oklahoma three days before
McVeigh’s bomb detonated
outside the Alfred P. Murrah
federal building on April 19,
1995.

That alibi, however, was
contradicted by information
Langan offered prosecutors
and by car sales records that
showed the bank robbers
were still in the Oklahoma
area after they claimed to
have left, FBI documents
show,

McVeigh in 1994 stole from
a quarry hundreds of con-
struction blasting caps, some
which he used to explode the
Oklahoma City bomb. The
FBI spent months unsuccess-
fully trying to locate many of
the other stolen caps.




