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UNANSWERED QUESTIONS / One man's detennined imestigation into the suspicious death of his brother 
while in police custody has rekindled conspiracy theories about who else was im,o/ved in the Oklahoma City bombing 

Did others help Mc Veigh? 
JUD\' L. THOMAS 

K"i~ht R.lddrrNrw•t,oper• 
lu\~ SAS CITY. MO 

Kenneth Trentaduewas no angel. 
In the 1980s, he did time for robbing banks. But 

inastrangetwig:,thecirrumstancesbehindhisvi
olem death 10 years ago in prison are playing out 
in U.S. federalcourtinacasethat hintsata'MC!er 
conspiracy in the Oklahoma City born~. 

Recently~doc:umentstmearthedbecause 
of a lawsuit against the FBI suggest chat the kmg
standing allegations may not: be so far-fetched. 

The lawsuit, brought byTtentadue's brother, 
Jesse, has convinced a federal.judge in Salt Lake 
Cityto order the FBI roproduct hundreds of sealed 
document! in recent months, and even members 
of Congress are backing him in his fight for addi
tional information. 

The documentsJesseTtentadue is seeking re
volve around tht:FBf$~gation intowhether 
a weU-organi7.ed gang of white rupremacist bank 
robbers-knownastheAryan RepublicanArmy 
-played a roleintheAfril 19, 1995, bombing that 
killed 168 people and injured hWldreds. Neither 
Trentadue nor his brother was involved with the 
group. 
The bank robbers, who advocated the takeo\.-er 

of the U.S. government by neo-Nazis, stole 
$250,000from22banksintheMidwest.Sixmem
bmofthegroupwerearrestedin 1996and 1997. 
Three served time and were released, two re
main incarcerated, and another died in prison. 
Though the govemmen1originallycharged Tim

othy Mcveigh, Terry Nichols and "others un
known" for conspiring to bomb the Murrah Fed
eral Building, authorities ~since denied that 
others were involved. 

The recently released documents, however.in• 
die.ate chat the FBI was irMstigating a broader con
spiracy months after insisting that Mcveigh and 
Nichols were the only suspects. 

J\itan beliel-·es his brother was 
murdered while being questioned 

Jesse Trentadue, a Salt Lake City attorney, thinks 
his brother was murdered during an interrogation 
because hewasrnmakenlythoughciobeiJMXYed 
inthebombingoftheMurrahFederalBuildingand 
the robberies. The reason, he said, was that his 
brother bo~ an uncanny resemblance co oniof 
the robbers, as well as to the elusive John Doe 2 
bombing suspect. 
lrentaduesaid that his brother and bank.robber 

Richard Lee Guthrie had similar features and that 
each sported a tattoo of a dragon on his left arm. 
A description of John Doe 2 also noted a tattoo of 
a dragon or serpent. A grand jury, however, foond 
no evidence of foul play in Trentadue 's death. 

Kenneth lrentadue, 44, was fowxl dead on Aug. 
21, 1995,inamaxirnurn-securityprisona-llatthe 
Federal Transfer Center in Oklahoma City, only 11 
days after McVeigh's indictment. Prison guards 
said he was hanging by a bed sheer, but his body 
had been battered and the cell was splattered with 
blood. 

Photos taken afterl'rentadue's death and exam
ined by The Kansas City Star show a cut on his 
throat and head and numerous bruises on his 
body. The medical examiner later said that if in
deed it was a hanging, it was the bloodiest and 
most violent one he had ever handled. 
"His throat was cut; he was beaten head co toe,~ 

Jesse Trentadue said. 
The death surprisingly was ruled a suicide, but a 

federal judge later ordered the government to pay 
$1.1 million to theTremadue family for emotion
al distress suffered over the handling of the case. 

In 2004, Jesse Trentadue ftled two Freedom of 
Information Act requeru, asking the FBI to pro
du~ documents he thought contained infonna
rionthatheldduestohis brtther'sdeath. L!lil:May, 
the FBI acknowledged incoun that it had locat
ed about 340 documents that may satisfy 
Trentadue'srequest. lheagmcyrumed~abrut 
two dozen records, but they had be.en heavily 
redacted. 

Those documents re\'t!llled that authorities had 
iJMStigated FJohimCity-awhiteseparatistoom
pound in northeastern Oklahoma that McVcigh 
called just days before the blast- and its possi. 
ble ties to the bank robbers and the bombing. 

"McVeigh may have been trying to recruit 01her 
individuals to assist him," states a Jan. 26, 1996, 
FBI Teletype memorandum. 

AoolherTeletype,datt'dAugust:1996,statedtha.t 
Guthrie told the FBI tha1 another person had par· 
tici.pated insomeofthebankrobberiesandshared 
some of the loot. 

The name of the person h.1s been redacted, bu1 
Trentadueand others contend itwasMcVeigh. Al
ter the bombing, McVeigh's sister, Jennifer 
McVeigh, t0ld FBI agents ina sworn affidavit that 
in December 1994, WbttthergaveherthreeSIOO 
bills that he said came from a bank robbery he 
helped plan. 

In November, n-entadue filed more documents 
in coun, including a sealed transcript of a hear
ing in an W1Teiated case. At th! hearing, a Bureau 
of Aloohol, Tobacoo and Firearms agent said tha.1 
prior to the bombing, an underwver informant at 
Elohim City told authorities of a threat to blow 
up federal buildings. The infonnant's testimony, 
however, was not allowed at McVeigh's trial. 

The FBI is resisting the release of more docu• 
ments because it said infonnation about its intel
ligence gathering efforts would be disclosed and 
confidential informants would be put in danger. 
The agency has asked U.S. Di.Urn Judge Dale Kim
ball to halt the disclosures. 

Trentadueandotherssaidthedocumentscould 
lead to addit ional arrests in the bombing and 
embarrass the agencies inwlvl'd in investigating 
rhe worst domestic terrorism attack on U.S. soil. 
The FBI oontinues to deny that there was a larg· 

er plot and maintains Ttentadue's allegations are 
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Rescue workers stand in front of the Alfred P. Murrah F~eral Building following a truck bomb explosion on April 19, 1995, in downtown Oklahoma City. 
One hundred and sixty eight people died as a resuh of the explosion. Timothy Mcveigh was executed by lethal infection in 2001 for his role in the bombing. 

unsubstantiated. The agency has declined funher 
commentonthecase. 

Some congressmen, however, have come to 
Trentadue's aid. Last summer, Rep. Dana 
Rohrabacher, a california Republican, asked FBI 
director Robert Mueller to rum over all the docu• 
men ts thatTrentadue wanted. 

" It has been a decade since Kenneth Trentadue 
died ... in the most troublesome and suspicious 
cirrumslances," Rohrabacher wrore. "Further at
tempts by your agency to obstruct this case will 
only undermine the FBl's credibility in the eyes 
of the public." Arowt ruling on the release of more 
FBI documents is expected soon. 

Tremaduedescribed his brother as ~a good ol' 
boy" but admitted "he was no saint. He robbed 
banks." 

Yet he had been trying to rum his life around. "He 
just happened to have the misfonune oflooking 
exactly like (bank robber) Richard Lee Guthrie," 
Ttentadue said. 

The day after Kenneth Trentadue died, the chief 
investigator for the Oklahoma state medical ex
aniiner filed a complaint with the FBI and said 
prison authorities' assertion that Trentadue had 
committed suicide was nOt consistent with the 
medical examiner's repon. A medical examiner's 

repon shows he contacted Justice Department rep
resentatives, telling them that although he could 
notdeterminetheexaacauseofdeath,hethought 
Kenneth Trentadue had been tortured. 
Questions about his brother's death escalated, 

Jesse Trentadue said, when he receive'.! an anony
mous call around December 1995 telling him his 
brother had been killed because he fit the profile 
ofbank robber Guthrie. 
However, Trentadue never was able to contact 

Guthrie. In 1996, nine days after pleading guilty 
10 19bank robberiesandagreeingtoco-operatein 
the investigation, he also was found hanging in his 
cell while infederalcusrodyinKentucky. The death 
was ruled a suicide. 
Meanwhile, questions lingered about Kenneth 

Trentadue'sdeathinprison. Duringa 1997Judi
ciary Committee hearing, Senator Orrin Hatch 
told Attorney General Janet Reno that it "is ap
parent to me that not only are the facts suspicious, 
it looks like someone in the Bureau of Prisoir; or 
(someone) having relations with the Bureau of 
Prisons murdered the man." 
The Justice Department months later issued a 

news release revealing that a grand jury had con
cluded its investigation into Kenneth'J'rentadue's 
death and that no indictments would be returned. 

JIMELINE 
, Janlliry 1994-0N:ember 1995: TM Alyin 
R~blKMIArmy robs 22 banks. Durins ttm period, 
several of tilt robbers live at or mil Elohim City, a 
white §e~r,tistcompound in Oldahor!Y. 
, A.pril 5, 1995: Timothy Mcveigh places a call to 
Elohim City.An fBI Tddype mffllObtcrs.iid t~t 
WilJ •a day th1t he Wi1S believed to hiw bttn 
attempti111 to reauit ii second conspirator to .tSSfst in 
tl'te OKSOMB itlilCk.. 
t April n , 1995:A trvckbombexplodeJoutsidethe 
Mumh Ftdml Building in Ok11horna City, killing 
168 iind inj111in1 hundreds. 
t A.pril20, 1995:Autnorities~,kfkhesoftwo 
suspects. The nut d1y, tl'tey west McV~, who 
reserriHestllt~of John Doel. 
, June14, 1995:Authoritin.1nnoun<eth.lt}OhnOoe 
2 WilS ii soldier from Fort Ril~, ~n., who~ rented 
ii trvd: tht d.ly ,fter McVrigh. 
t Aus.10, 1995: Afcderals;randiull' indicts 
McVeisf,, TfflT Ni<hok iind •othm unknown• fo, 
conspiring to bomb the federal buildifll. 
t A.us. 21, 1995: Kenneth Tren~ue K found dead in 
hiJprisonctll.l'risonoffidabiaidhehins;ed 
hirnsdf; medial wminff i.aid ht WM ,buioec! ind 
tortured. His brvlhtr, )e8c, s.11id Ml ilnonyrllOUS Ql)er 
tokl him bier tth brothtt WilS killed durins;,n 
intcrroption1boulbilnkrobberies. 
, 1996-1997: SuAfyan RepublionAmrybilnk 

robbers .are rounded up wl t'ttfltually sent to 
prison. Ones.aid thit two fellow bank robbers MN! 

involved in the bombing, but he lattt recanted. 
J July 12, 1996: BanltrobberRich,mt l.ftGulhrie, 
wtiopleaded gullty to 19olthe bilnk robberie, is 
found hinging in his prison cell. 
J June 2001 ; McVcis;h b amited by lethilt injttlion. 
An acqu,inUrince ol McVeigh's tells Jesse Trtntadue 
th.JtKmndhTrentaducwaskiUed llecanehtwa 
misuken fOf Guthrie. 
J August 2004: Je!6t Tl"NMdue M.lft FBI for not 
producingdocumenbl'Ntinsto its invesliptionof 
conneclK>M betwttn tilt Oldahomii City bornbins 
nd b.ink robberia 
t July 2005: After kde:ral judge orders agency to do 
1nothtt surch, FBI turnsom'two dozrn htnily 
redilctedintem.1lreportitoTren~ue:.TM 
documentJ indicate the qency was looking into tie 
bctwttn the bank robberies i nd the bombin,: months 
aherits.aid th.at MCVtighandTerry Nicholswtrelhe 
onlyones involved. 
t Stptember 2005: A federal judge in Okbho1111 
ordmgovenmenttop,1y T~ucfamilyS1.1 
million for the emotioMI distms a used by prisor, 
offtciilb' lwmdling of ICtnneth Trmtadue's dcalh. 
• November 2005: TM FIi M Jud&e Kimbiln to 
- his order to product more r«Dfds. The judge 
ilexpmN tonileJOOn. 

But that didn't satisfy some authorities. In March 
1998, Oklahoma Assistant Attorney General 
Pattic:kOmvleycornplairnicoJusriceDepartment 
anorneys: 
1he real tragedy in this case appears to be 1he 

perversion of law through chicanery and the mis
use of public trus1 under the guise of some aber
rantformoffederalism,"Crawleysaid. win the suc
cession of either illegal, negligt:nt or just plainsru
pid acts, your clients succeeded in derailing the 
medical examiner's examination and, thereby, 
may have obsmictedjustice in this case ... . " 

Later in 1998, the medical examiner suddenly 
changed the cause of death from unknown to 
suicide. In a news release, he said his findings were 
based on new information developed by Okla
homa City police that Ttentadue had been alone 
for the previous 17 how's. 

The following year, the inspector general re
lcascd a rcpon stating that Trentadue had com
mitted suicide and thal there was no evidence of 
a~rupsurrowxlinghisdeath.H~,there
port noted that the Bureau of Prisons and FBI mis
handled the imestigationand that four federal em
ployees had made false Statements under oath. 

So far, no one has been prosecuted. 

Suspicions about his brother's death 
spurred Trentadue to dig deeper 

JesseTrentaduev.ouldn'thavefough1sohardfor 
the FBI documents if he hadn't become so suspi
cious about his brother's death. 

Just before McVeigh was executed in 2001, 
Trentaduesaid hereceivedmorectisturbing news: 
a phone message from an acquaintance of 
McVcigh, telling him that his brother was mur
dered because the government mistakenly De
lieved he was Guthrie. 

Oerennined to find out more about the bombing 
ilM:stigation, Trenraduethreeyearslaterfiledthe: 
Freedom of lnformation requests with the FBI 
for'Ieletypesandotherdocumencs. WhentheFBI 
saiditcouldnotfindtheTdetypes. Trentadue~ 
duccd redacted oopies that he said he had obtained 
from other sources. 
1h!n he asked Kimball, the federa1judge, to or

der the FBI 10 turn over those documents and 
any others related to Elohim City, the bombing, 
the bank robberies, McVeigh and others, includ
ing former Kansas City Ku Klux Klan leader Den
nis Mahon. Mahon had visited Elohim City prior 
to the bombing, and several of the bank robbers 
had either lived at or had close ties to the oom
pouno. 

Kimball said the FBI had no1 made a good-faith 
efforttofindtherequestedrecords,andheordem:t 
the agency to provide uncensored copies of the 
documents. Since then, the tw0 sides have been 
fighting over the documents in roun. 


