7% popularity, with his cmstrtuema,, If
.ae GOP.is to regain the treasured seat

in its long-time stronghold, its candi-
dates:— whether. entering .or leaving
the. race. — had better begin, giving
better’ ‘appearance?of: having' their. ac’t
ooether :

r-—-—-“

e e

potheosrs of Magic Johnson as a
“hero ‘;and *‘role model>sturnedlast Sun-
day?’s NBA All—Star contest into high polit-
ical .theater. Although “some. players -

- ~most notably Phlladelphla s Charles Bark-,

Some are whmers

Editor: .

A report released by the legrslatrve fiscal
analyst for education regarding Utah teacher
compensation generated $OIME CONtroversy. .
An Alta ‘High School ‘math teacher, was

yuoted -in-a. Salt Lake City (AP): artrcle
saying ‘‘the'figures distort the truth about
teacher §alar1e§ and slant»a;
education.” & ; -

‘A miore fallacious "nnclumon could never
be. réabred “Myown ireaction was ot *
against education but agamst cry-baby.
teachers. Perhaps they should stop whining
about their own poverty.(No one promised
them great- wealth when’they decided to
become teachers) and start. worrying about
‘heir students.

Higher salaries will nQ{,decrease the stu-
lent to teacherratio. Pay'f raises Will not.
nake poor teachers better: Increased teacher
‘ompensation will not increase students” test
cores. More -money. for teachers will not
»urld much nezded facﬂmes 2

I am always susprcxous of‘teachers who
Ty about their earnings: In'my15 or so
cars as a student in the Utah L public educa-
iof*system ¥T have: er ed two types of
“hiners. The first type'is §'ipcapable of gt
ng a better job but diglikes eachmg, soyou

et an attitide of apath s toward students and
semmens ‘of 2 systerii‘inawhich they feel .
npnsoned

ree months’off in/the SUmmer and numer-"
holidays during the school year, so you
anattitude of apathy toward students and
wy for, the teacher’s higher’ paid contem-*

TS S
th tvoes of whmerg APA Mo A a TR A L

leyi#== had expressed ireservations about
competing with the HIV-positive star, by
game time all of them had been properly
“‘sensitized’’ regarding Johnson’s symbol-
‘ic significance. Even the tonsured, trucu-
lent Barkley had been coaxed into uttering
 the prefabricated platitudes about the im-
portance of ‘‘the AIDS Awarenesa mes-
sage.
The All-Star MVP.award givento John--
son was little more than a formality. It was

a polmcal gesture, a token of gratitude for.
Johnsoni’s’ work ‘as the point man for the

continued  assault upon what’s. left of

*America’s sexual mores.
Durmg the past severai years, Ameri-
ca’s: public life.has offered many 'specta-"

cles . of .guriously .misplaced ‘moralism.
When actor Rob Lowe was caught in a
statutory rape situation; he was sentenced
to'tourhigh Schools and offer lectures on
.moral probity., When “‘singer’’ (observe
the quotation marks) Donnie Wahlberg
was arrested. for attempting -to ignite. a .

-hotel room’; he'was commissioned to make ™

public service announcements about: the
evils of arson. When Magic Johnson con-
tracted the HIV virus as a result oftlreless
concupiscence, he was exalted as a *‘role
‘model’” because of his “‘courage’’ in con:
frontmg thedisease. |

s::dn-anage less congenial to euphemrsm
h* rolemodels* would be dismissed as
hypocrrtes. La Rochefoucauld observed

&

(7%

that hypocrlsy is the trrbute vrce pays to

The: second type ‘of whmerycou!d get a
stter;job: and dislikes:t te.zu:hm,sg but Jrkes 3

WASHINGTON One” year ago Op-

eration. Desert - Storm- was raging' in the
DAPME o W T oI AT

Sy ok n ARy s WA

on morali tyﬂ:::

X egl&“

Duripg the lifetime of the AlDS epldem‘-‘

- =y PYErE— -
(VS “g 3T 7

‘will Qf“l
Giigg:

“AT'HOME
AND ABROAD

"¢, cancer has claimed 50 times as many:-

wvictims. Yet spending -on cancer researci-
is (in real terms) below the 1980.level,,
l‘;whrle spending on AlDS research-contii-
“What.I’'m trying to do is save lives.i
Were he sincere, he would urge AlD.S.(
avoidance through a monogamous, drug-:

free heterosexual lifesiyle and encourage”

W T F T ; iy -

virtue; however,.modern role models like
Johnson'et al."teach that there is virtue in
bemg ‘vicigusi-at least w1tl1 regard‘to de-
sires of the flesh.

Johnson' apparently obtarned his afflic-
tion by (m his delicate phrase) <‘accommo-!
datmg . é‘s'many women as he could. (Per—
haps his sobnquet should be ‘‘Howard,’
rather than ““Magic’ Johnson YLa Rocl]e
foucauld also warned that ‘‘nothing is so
contagious as example’’; the moral virus

being spread by Johnspn is much ‘more-

contagrous than HIV,

When Johnson announced that he was
HIV-positive, the Media-Intelligensia
Complex moved quickly to eulogizz him.
The Chicago Tribune exulted, ‘In Magic
Johnson the war,against AIDS'has a new
volunteer, a superb spokesman, a fresh
“hope, a peerless teacher, an almost mystic
symbol.’: Make that a symbolrc distrac-

tion. Commentator Michael Fumento has -

pointed out that the opinion cartel has
largely forgotten the cancerideaths of Ac-
tors.Mjchael Landon (at 54) and Lee,Re—
mick (at 55), which‘occtirred within'a 1 few
days of each other.

S‘é‘eret report reveals Desert Storm chaos

. more public spending on cancer research: -
First Things magazine has collected:
some examples of AIDS-related polrtrcal"
opportunism. The publication points oyt
that ““those who would (use AIDS to)'sal+:
- vage the sexual revolution believe thg,é

*/“chastity ‘and abstinence are unnatural an

272 ‘LrN:

unh;althy&
Up until-recently many msrsted that
abortion was necessary because of the farl—
ure ‘rate of condoms; now teen-agers”i
New York and elsewhere are given con-
doms at school, supposedly for protectron i

againsta fatal venereal disease. b

The National Commission on AIDS has |

a 1-800 telephone number used to instruct !

“teens in the intricacies of condom use.
Among the groups who offer AIDS educa- |
tion in Néw York public schools are ACT-

UP (a radical homosexual group) and the: % '

Gay Men’s Health Crisis. One defender of !
New York’s assault upon chastity explam»
that ‘“We’re gomg to give pubhc»school.
kids the opportunities denied other kids in i
this uptight, homophobic society.’

Such “‘opportunities’’ have provrded?
Magic Johnson ‘with quiet, unlit moments :

of moral dréad, long after the crowds have -

fled and the cameras departed in pursult of j
other * ‘heroes

i

*

to couriers hand dellvermg the prctures to
the battlefield units. One A=10 attack niane

S s e

ues’to escalate. Johnson has said thar ;




